
A middle-aged woman walked
into the office of the Crimes OIC
of the Vavuniya Police station
and narrated a heart rending
story. She told the officer that she
adopted the two daughters of her
late sister with much difficulty.
She said that despite her difficul-
ties she had deposited Rs. 400,000
in each of their savings
accounts, while being able to
deposit only Rs. 40,000 in her own
son’s savings book.

BY LAL GUNASEKERA

Multi-Purpose Cooperative
Societies (MPCS), including those
in Palugasdamana, Hingurakgoda,
Kawudulla, Elahera, Jayanthipura,
Dimbulagala and Medirigiriya
started purchasing paddy from
farmers in the Polonnaruwa
District this week. There are 91
MPCS’s in the District.

Minister of Cooperatives and
Internal Trade, Johnston Fernando,
on Wednesday told The Island that
the purchasing of paddy in the
other districts was being done
through the MPCS on behalf of the
Paddy Marketing Board (PMB) and
he would solve the storage prob-
lems.
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Today’s daily pace may
feel like it runs at over
100mph and everyone is

feeling the impact. Whether
it comes out as anxiety or
even pain, stress can engulf
the average humans life
quickly and without much
warning.

Young spikes 2010
winners gear up for
Singapore 
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A mistress’ fault

lies in loving a mar-

ried man. But has

Bollywood tried to

understand the

other woman or jus-

tify her position or

does it still believe

that she is nothing

but evil? 

H
ow can a sensible

woman ever think of

falling in love with a

married man? Doesn’t she

know that he is married? Isn’t

she aware that such a relation-

ship has no future? Why can’t

she realise that she is playing

with fire, that such a liaison

can only worsen her pain? Try

posing these questions to the

paramour and she will apply

her own logic to justify her

presence in his life.

She thinks she can give him

what no other woman can give

him and he can give her what

no other man can ever give.

Once this state of mind is

reached, nothing else matters.

The woman madly in love has

little regard for convention.

Having left everything far

behind, she listens only to her

heart. Least bothered about

what the world thinks of her.

Least concerned about society

and its established norms.

Dubbed as a home-breaker,

a sinister woman who tries to

wreck his marriage to find ful-

fillment for herself, she can

never become a role model.

Despised as a malevolent

character whose sin is cardinal

and unpardonable because she

has desired a married man, she

is held responsible for the col-

lapse of his marriage. Her fam-

ily does not extend support to

her. She is looked down upon

and even considered immoral.

Her fault lies in loving a mar-

ried man. If this is her fault,

the married man has also

erred. But since he is a

man, undeservedly entitled

to occasional transgres-

sions of the mind and body,

he is pardoned easily

whereas the other woman

gets squarely blamed

because she should have

stayed miles away from him

and discouraged his moves.

The common perception

is that a man looks for thrills

outside marriage to rev up his

love life as it is mostly a case of

seven-year itch or the man is

simply a compulsive womanis-

er.
Whatever be the reason,

there appears to be concession

for the infidel man who can

repair his relationship but the

other woman’s life gets messy

because she can never return

to the conventional fold as her

past continues to haunt her.

The other woman takes

advantage of the fact that she

entered late. The wife got him

as he had not met her then. If

she had met him first, he would

hosen her instead. She

h f her

The wife may curse her and

wish the same fate for her, but

she ignores these since she

believes they were not compati-

ble. It was a relationship that

would have cracked even if she

had not come. An easy way to

lessen her guilt.

Has Bollywood tried to

understand the other

woman or justify her posi-

tion or does it still believe

that she is nothing but

evil? The other woman,

in existence for long,

has remained a mys-

tery. To paint her as

evil, so many reasons

are attached. The other

woman loves—claims to

be in love—a married

guy because she wants

his wealth. The other

woman wants to use

a married man to

advance her

career. The other

woman wants to

feel a high by mak-

ing a married guy

go astray. The other

woman does so

because she wants

to destroy a man

for personal rea-

sons like revenge.

Tired of this list.

Have Indian

scriptwriters tried to

delve in her mind and

get her point of view

across? If not, what

holds them back?

Well, there can be no

legitimate space for the

other woman in socie-

ty—no matter how

advanced or liberal we

become. While every-

thing is permissible as

long as it remains within

the heart, the other

woman cannot exist with

approval from society. If

the affair is clandestine,

it is fine. After a point,

when the other woman

has enjoyed enough, she

begins to desire what the

wife gets. Blame the capri-

cious heart. She becomes

demanding, wanting to

have him fully. But when

the woman is all set to

accept ruin as her fate

because she has truly

loved him (such cases are rare),

she does not pine for anything

worldly. Is it possible to believe

he loves her not because of a

failed marital relationship,

rather for her qualities, both

mental and physical? Such an

affair makes sense to explore

as he can see and judge the love

of two women, what they do for

him, what he does to them.

Such layered issues require

understanding and writers can-

not simplify the tales or seek

asylum in clich?s. Indian audi-

ences would not love to see glo-

rification of the other woman

and her character cannot be

given ethical support. Is this

fear holding them back from

sketching characters with a

d en? lored

woman with honesty. Sadly, the

attempt was restrained to

analyse the sexual side more.

As if this is the chief reason

why men drift or seek solace in

the arms of his illicit lover. The

victim sets forth on a journey

to find her own identity with-

out a man by her side. Sawan

Kumar’s Souten showed a sus-

picious, nagging wife who

never liked her spouse’s inter-

action with a low caste employ-

ee’s daughter, Padmini

Kolhapure. The other woman is

blamed for everything that goes

wrong in her life.

The poor girl tries to end

her life to prove her innocence.

Padmini’s character would not

like to be blamed for ruining

something sacrosanct like mar-

riage but that did not mean she

did not have a soft corner for

Hindi films have often tried

to make fun of polygamous ties

by showing the hero with his

wife and with another woman

kept for romance outside the

home. When the existence of

the other woman becomes

known, the wife threatens to

swallow poison, or chases the

outsider with a broomstick and

they end up fighting like cats.

Gharwali Baharwali and

Biwi No 1 are films of this

type. Imagine a man with kids

straying and his wife trying to

become ultra-modern and sexy

to revive his interest in her.

These are not examples explor-

ing the health of relationships,

they are just replete with melo-

drama and bitter-sweet

moments.

Can the modern times,

when relationships have

become complex and prone to

breaks, offer a better under-

standing of the other woman’s

mind? Who has the time to stop

and ponder? If it is a case of

fatal attraction, after the hubby

strays, the wife also strays to

stay at par with him.

Life in a Metro showed gen-

der equality in such a manner.

Why should she stay loyal

when her hubby is not, when

he is not attaching importance

to loyalty? In a world where she

is independent, why should she

tolerate a disloyal hubby? Just

walk out and teach him a les-

son. She can’t be a doormat or

the silent suffering home-

maker who has to tolerate an

unfaithful partner because she

is the wife and hence more

responsible. If she breaks her

marriage to search for a loyal

man, will she be lucky? 

Earlier, the wife pardoned

an erring hubby for the sake of

children and family because

she had no identity of her own

and that is why it was thought

he took undue advantage of

her. But how do writers expla

why in modern days husband

fool their wives when they

know they are independent-

minded and self-reliant? Can

we expect Bollywood to offe

insights and thought-provok

work on extra marital affai

Can we learn how to grow

pathetic to the other woma

Can we listen to her heart

once? Can we begin to tole

her? 
Can we expect the wif

to grow suspicious or ins

feel threatened because o

other woman? 

Can we expect the w

feel proud that she is m

to a desirable man? Can

expect the wife to unde

that there is hardly a m

is not unfaithful as so

physically infidel whi

are mentally disloyal

Can infidelity sto

the cornerstone of a

tionship? Should the

of another woman n

reflect that there wa

thing lacking in the

drove him away fro

we expect a matur

this sensitive subj

LADIES MAN: Anil Kapoor

plays a cheating husband after

he found out that his wife could

not conceive in ‘Gharwali

Baharwali’

GENDER INEQUALITY:

A scene from ‘Life in a

Metro’, which tackles a

woman’s infidelity after her

husband cheated on her

RamazanRamazan
Fasting/Prayer Times
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Looking for a 
investment in the
global market?

Investment is Defined as current
commitment of money or other
resources in the hope of getting
future benefits. Investment is the
context of portfolio management,
indicates purchase of shares,
bonds, debentures and financial
securities with the exception of
future return.
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Will we get heroin out if
we send turmeric in? 

Heroin becomes turmeric
at Govt. Analyst’s Dept.

Continued on page  7
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The Automobile Association
of Ceylon

Estd. 1904

Your Partner in Motoring

Premier D. M. Jayaratne garlands President Mahinda Rajapaksa at the 59th annual con-
vention of the SLFP at Temple Trees yesterday. (Photo Kamal Bogoda)

The AG cited four main violations,
including payment of SPC employees’
PAYE tax in violation of a specific
Finance Ministry circular PF/PE/6.
According to the AG’s report dealing
with 2008, the SPC has paid PAYE tax
amounting to Rs. 5,422,906.

The other violations are: exceeding
the ceiling on loans by Rs 1,196,234,053
and paying bonuses (Rs 24,069,123),
attendance allowance (Rs 10,383,191),
Medical facilities (Rs 10,953,534) and
welfare (Rs 25,292,481).

SPC violated FM
directives - AG
Loss making public enterprise pays employees’ PAYE tax 

EPDP leader
Douglas Devananda
will appear before
the Lessons Learnt
and Reconciliation
Commission (LLRC)
today (Sept.3 at 2.00
p.m.) at the
Kadirgamar Institute
for International
Relations.

Douglas before LLRC 

Douglas

BY SAMAN GAMAGE

Three kilos of heroin, seized by
police and handed over to the govern-
ment Analyst’s Department for report
by the High Court, have mysteriously
disappeared.

The consignment of drugs was the
material related to 10 cases now on
trial at the High Court, the police said.

One kilo of heroin seized from a
woman in Kirulapone and sent the
Government Analyst’s Department for
tests had turned to be turmeric when
it was brought back to Court, the
police said.

Heroin becomes
turmeric

Blair’s revenge on
Brown puts Labour 
on brink of civil war

See WORLD VIEW

The JVP yesterday launched a cam-
paign to educate the public on what it
called the dangers of proposed 18th
Amendment to the Constitution, which

envisages far reaching constitutional
changes to strengthen the hand of incum-
bent President Mahinda Rajapaksa.

A spokesman for the JVP said that the
party would distribute two million leaflets
in Colombo and the provinces as part of its
overall campaign against the government’s
move. The JVP launched the campaign by
distributing leaflets opposite the Fort
Railway Station yesterday.

JVP General Secretary Tilvin Silva told
a public gathering in Colombo, early this
week, that the 18th Amendment would lead
to a dictatorship. The JVPer accused
President Mahinda Rajapaksa of trying to
consolidate his family rule.

The JVP, early this week, moved the
Supreme Court against the government
move.

JVP to distribute 2 mn leaflets
against proposed 18-A

LAHORE, Pakistan (AP) - The triple
bombing of a religious procession in
Pakistan adds to the strains on a gov-
ernment already struggling with dev-
astating floods and shows that Islamist
militants are back in business despite
the natural disaster.

The death toll in the blasts rose to
35 on Thursday, with about 250
injured, government official Sajjad
Bhutta said.

The bombs late Wednesday ripped
through a Shiite Muslim street proces-
sion in the sprawling city of Lahore,

Militants kill 35
despite floods

Continued on page  7

MPCS, PMB commence
paddy purchasing in
Polonnaruwa 

BY SHAMINDRA FERDINANDO

The Auditor General, S.
Swarnajothi, says the
State Pharmaceutical
Corporation (SPC) has

violated financial 
regulations.

President Mahinda Rajapaksa says his
government has brought before the people, a
people-centred constitution. “This constitution
is for the develop-
ment of the country.
This is not to extend
my Presidential term.
That is wrong. It is an
opportunity to contest
an election.”

Addressing the
59th anniversary of
the SLFP at Temple
Trees yesterday,
President Rajapaksa
said” “We have united this country. Now my
task is to take it towards prosperity. The
SLFP must strongly contribute to this jour-

ney.”
Pointing out that under the presented

Constitution a person elected President twice

could not contest a presidential election
again, President Rajapaksa said that it was a
matter for the people to decide. “The people

will decide. The people will choose who
should be elected,” he said.

Commenting on
the proposed new
Parliamentary
Council, he said,
“This will include
the Speaker, Prime
Minister, Leader of
the Opposition and
two from Tamil and
Muslim representa-
tives, not repre-
senting ethnicities
of the first three.

The people will give power to Parliament.
The parliament is the highest body.” 

(See page 5)

We’ve brought a people-centred 
constitution to build the nation 

– President

KANDY – Film Star
and Parliamentarian
Ranjan Ramanayake, who
was noticed to be present
at the Katugastota Police
for recording a statement
in connection with a com-
plaint of breach of trust
amounting to one million
rupees from a female
school teacher did not 

Ranjan not present
at Katugastota
police station

Ranjan

Ingratitude of
the adopted 

Continued on page  7
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BY NORMAN PALIHAWADANA

BY CYRIL WIMALASURENDRE

Tilvin Silva and Vijitha Herath distribute
leaflets opposite Fort Railway Station on
Wednesday. (Photo Kamal Bogoda)

BY DASUN EDIRISINGHE

Continued on page  7

Complaint of breach of trust

BY AJITH ALAHAKOON

Political party Leaders yesterday
decided to take the vote on the proposed
18th Amendment to the Constitution on
September 8. The Parliament will
debate the new Amendment before the
vote is taken in the evening.

Speaker Chamal Rajapaksa will
reveal, to the Parliament on September
7, the opinion of the Supreme Court
regarding the new Amendment.
Political sources said that the govern-
ment had decided to call for the vote
immediately after the debate, though it
had earlier planned to take the vote on
September 9.

VVoottee  oonn  1188tthh  AAmmeennddmmeenntt  
sseett  ffoorr  SSeepptt    88

UNP MP Earl
Gunasekera would
back the proposed
18th Amendment to
the Constitution,
political sources
said.

UNP sources said
that the Polonnaruwa District MP
had told the party about his move.

Earl for 18th A

Earl 


