
Sri Lanka continues to enjoy its
status as the top cinnamon supplier
in the world by providing 80 percent
of the requirement, the Ministry of
Export Development and
International Trade says.

According to Ministry sources,
several measures have been taken to
consolidate this position. The Export
Development Board has taken steps
on the guidance of Minister Prof.
G.L. Peiris to modernise production

units by introducing a procedure
known as ‘Good Manufacturing
Process’ which is hygienic and effi-
cient. Financial aid and guidance
will also be provided for mod-
ernising all processing centres.

The Minister handed over three
million rupees to several production
units for construction and procuring
machinery for processing, in
Talduwa, Karandeniya, Telwatta and
Kosgoda.

The Export Development Board
will provide funds from the alloca-
tions made for agricultural export
zones in the 2009 Budget.

Twenty factories will be mod-
ernised in the first phase.

The Minister said that once the
new techniques were implemented,
Sri Lankan cinnamon would obtain
international quality certificates
and receive more international
orders.
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Sri Lanka still top 
cinnamon supplier

Sixty five percent of the construction
work on the Upper Kotmale hydropower
project has been completed, project direc-
tor Shavendranath Fernando said.

He said the remaining work is expected
to be completed soon.

The construction work had been delayed
for several years. The power generated by
the plant will be added to the national grid
in August next year.

Upper Kotmale work 
on target

The Ministry of Power and Energy
has taken steps to modernise the power
distribution network in the City of
Colombo.

The ministry will incur an expendi-
ture of Rs. 6,070 million on this pro-
gramme and be assisted by the
Japanese Bank.

According to Ministry sources, the
entire power distribution network is
due to be developed and a new 11-kilo-
watt power line will be laid in addition
to the development of the existing 11-
kilowatt network.

Cbo power 
distribution to
be modernised

by Lalith Chaminda and 
S. K. Kaluarachi, Galle Corrs.

If Sarath Fonseka
contests the next gener-
al election from the
Galle District, Southern
Province Chief
Minister Shan Wijelal
de Silva will enter the
fray on the UPFA ticket.

The Chief Minister
said that Fonseka had
learnt a bitter lesson at

the recently concluded Presidential
election and he would be another les-
son which he would not forget, if he
decided to contest from the Galle
District.

Recalling Fonseka’s defeat in his
birth place, Ambalangoda, at the
Presidential election, the Chief
Minister said the UPFA would score a
spectacular win at the forthcoming
parliamentary polls. He said he was
confident that the UPFA would have
seven MPs from the Galle District.

SP CM ready to
take on Fonseka

Shan Wijelal

Rector of the People’s Friendship University in Moscow ,
Prof. I. Philipov presents a memento to President Mahinda
Rajapaksa after the President and the Sri Lankan delega-
tion had attended the university’s 50th anniversary cele-
bration followed by a cultural show at the University audi-
torium on Sunday (7). The delegation comprised First Lady
Shiranthi Rajapaksa,Ministers Rohitha Bogollagama,
Anura Priyadarshana Yapa, Susil Premjayantha, Prof. G.L
Peris, Mahindananda Aluthgamage, Secretary to the
President Lalith Weerathunga, Sri Lankan Ambassador in
Russia Udayanga Weerathunga, Coordinating Secretary
Foreign Affairs to the President Vas Gunawardana, MP
Wimal Weerawansa, and Director General Hospital,
Colombo Dr. Hector Weerasinghe. 
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Representatives of Sri Lanka Sunday
said that their government is planning to
organise a crafts fair in Colombo on the
lines of Surajkund Crafts Mela.

Nihalsomawaree, secretary in Sri
Lanka’s ministry of rural industries,
Sunday urged Haryana Chief Secretary
Urvashi Gulati to impart the required
know-how and also to send craftsmen
from Haryana to participate in the pro-
posed Colombo fair.

‘We have sought consultancy services
from the Haryana government through
the (Indian) ministry of external affairs
for organising a craft fair in Colombo,’
said Nihalsomawaree, who uses only one
name.

Nihalsomawaree is heading a delega-
tion of senior Sri Lankan officers and 24
national award winning craftspersons
from Sri Lanka to 24th Surajkund Crafts
Mela.

The fair is annually organised Feb 1-
15 in Surajkund town in Faridabad dis-
trict, some 20 km from south Delhi.

‘The motive of our visit to the
Surajkund mela is to study the function-
ing and set-up of the mela and also to
explore the possibilities for organising
such art and crafts fair in Colombo. We
are amazed to see the diversity of the
mela. Our mela will be of similar nature,
sometime in July,’ Nihalsomawaree said.

The Haryana government and the
Surajkund Crafts Mela authority have
extended full support to Sri Lankan dele-
gation.

Sri Lanka seeks
Haryana’s help to
organise crafts fair

DOHA: Sri Lankans turned
out in large numbers to a packed
house at the Doha Cinema on
Friday to witness a spectacular
evening of culture and pageantry
to celebrate the country’s 62nd
Independence Day which fell on
February 4.

Sri Lankan Ambassador to
Qatar Vijayasiri Padukkage was
the chief guest. Popular artists,
actors and actresses in Sri Lanka
such as Damitha Abeyratne,
Himali Sayurangi, Umayangana
Wickramasinghe, Sanath
Wimalasiri, Mahendra Perera,
Asela Jayakody and Giriraj
Kaushalya together with the band
Ridma and students of Seraphs
and Dinu Rangayathanaya per-
formed a variety of traditional
dances.

Proceedings began with the
lighting of the traditional oil lamp
by Ambassador Vijayasiri
Padukkage, Minister-Counselor A
Tharmakulasingham, sponsors
and office bearers of the Sri
Lanka Coordinating Committee
(SLCC) and the Sri Lankan
Community Benevolent Fund
(SLCBF).

Addressing the community,
Ambassador Padukkage lauded
the SLCC for their efforts in
organising Independence Day cele-
brations for the fourth successive
year.

The ambassador also thanked
the artists for their presence at
these celebrations and said that
this Independence is more mean-
ingful for all Sri Lankans due to
the end of the 26 year conflict and
praised the security forces and all
those who were instrumental in
bringing peace to the country.

To mark the occasion
Ambassador Padukkage unveiled a
colourful souvenir titled “Nidahas
Udanaya 2010” (Dawn of
Independence 2010). The SLCBF
handed over three air tickets to the
Ambassador to repatriate three Sri
Lankans who were detained at the
deportation centre.

The programme was sponsored
by Vodafone, while the co-sponsors
were SriLankan Airlines,
Commercialbank and Al Bateel
Security. The media sponsor was
Lankadeepa Middle East published
by Al Sharq. (Peninsula)

Visiting celebrities add spice to
Sri Lankan I-Day celebrations

by Chitra Weerarathne

Eight security officers of Sarath
Fonseka have complained to the Supreme
Court of illegal arrest and illegal detention
by the Criminal Investigations
Department.

They have said that while serving at
Fonseka’s office at the Rajakeeya Mawatha,
Colombo 7, office, they were arrested arbi-
trarily on January 29, 2010 and detained at
the Terrorist Investigations Unit.

They are being detained in a small
room where about 40 persons are held, they
have complained.

The petition requested Court to direct
the DIG of the CID to release the petitioner
and others from mala-fide custody, forth-
with.

As interim relief, they requested the
Court to direct the respondent authorities
to revoke the purported detention orders,
issued on these petitioner.

The eight petitioners are L. H. L. J. de
Silva, retired Air Force Corporal, H.
Indunil Susantha Pudaligama, retired
Army Officer, D. M. U. Senarath
Dissanayake, K. S. P. Anura Kalgan, D. S. N.
K. Mallikaarachchi, Vijitha Heastan,
Ranjith Devapriya and Egodage Lalith
Ananda.

They have alleged that they were not
informed of the reason for their arrest.

SF’s security officers
complain to SC of illegal
arrest, detention


