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then aything d se.
A hedready ddit

droppi ng hi mt oday
vasn't inport at - he
ves just like ay ather
ride ... I'sanhoo far
for ne" the new"boss"
the Tor sad o ta hstri
unph.

Anstrong a vays used hi

sad "I'mpod o him"

loned imif he hed red

88kloeter (55nmle

VHRB ER Sitzerland (AP - When
Aberto Gnt ador launched his b d at ack
inthe fird asoat, it ves remniscat o
Lance Anstrong s gol den years.

The fast pedding vas the sane, the
deternination vas the sane, but it vas a
o feret ridr onthesadde - the
American’'s Spanish teanmate, already one
o the sot’s gedest & theage o 6.

Qont ador domneted d | other Tour con-
tenders on Snday' s first Apre st age from
Pont alieg, Fawe tothe Svss sk resat o
Veabiea, wthanoveigited less then six
kiloneters framthe finish lire thet gave im
the leader’s yel lowjersey he vanted nare

Rrenees, the 2007 Tour wnner shoved he
hes norivd inthe noutans ad tok a
seriaus gption on a secod victary in
cycling s showcase evert.

"Lance Anstrong vas ny idd, but

Armstrong .

finds his master on+ &8

ne to have hi mvorki ng

Dring his sevenyear
reign on the race from1999 and 2005,

$anp his domnation This tine the Texan
vas uebl e to fd lowthe i nsane pace
inposed by Gont ador, vhose legs are 11
years fresher then Anstrong s.

"fs far as |’ mconcerned, |’ mheppy to
be his domestique, " afat digic Arnstrong

Last veek in the Brerees, Arnstrong
aitidzed @t ador fdlowrg an at ack
whi ch alloved the Spanard to legpfraghm
The Texan then accused his teanmate on
the Asstamasquied of ridng aggirst it sdrd -
egy ad even hinted that he cod d have fd -

It ves adf ferat say & te thefird,

vwhere Anstrong fuly understood thet he

vere over. "Aday like this red ly shos
wo's the best, ad | vesn't on par vith
we's reqired townthe Tar. S fa ne
thet’s theredity, that’s nd devest aing
nevs o aything"

Anstrong noved up to second pl ace
intreg adngs o te the IBh st age, bu
lost precious tine to Gt ador, wo took
cotrd o the race as he ended Rl do
Noetin's @gt-day rininthe oerd! lead
Anstrong trails Gt ador by 1 mnute, 37
secodks inthe oerd! st andings. Forner
track cyding specidist Bad ey Wggrs
cinbed framsixth pace to third 146 beck

Benif Arnstrong conceded Gont ador’s
speriaity, his pride hes nat been -
conpl etel y vashed up. Just a few
mnutes o ter assirgtrelirg his
al | -consuning ani tion reappeared
vien he hinted that he cou d '=||
naybe wn another Tour next yeer.

"I thrkbemgat fo far years,

lest vek inthe

o

being ore of the dder
gwys ot here, there mght
be pegd e ot there thet
eqt netoricelike |
ddin2, 2%6- the's
ra redity," Arnstrong
sad "If | dadhe
year, ad | gt a sesson
under ny belt, naybe
ve get thet race cond -
tion bedk ™

"Bt rigt nonl
doft heveit," added
Anstrong, vho fin-
ished ninth, 1 nrute,
35 seconds o te the
Span ard

Anstrong has pre-
viowsly said he nay
launch his own team
next season, wile

Iltgp finishes to

ly varted to.

ascat to Vehe,

1
v

adltdy - seens so strog that oy an
accidet cad d derive hmd victay. @
naybe a bad day |ike the one he experi -
enced earlier this seeson on the Rris-Nce
race that cost hhma victory vhi ch ves
reechingot tohm

Andy Schleck of Luxenfoourg was sec-
ond, 43 seconds back on the short but
steep ascet to Vehie, while dfedng
chanpi on Grlos Sastre and two-tine run-
ner-up Goel Bvans |ost nore tine.

Sheck is nov5h overd!, 2 mnues,
26 seconds back. Sestre lags in 11th posi -
tion, 32 behind adBas is 427 o f the
pace.

"Today we sawthat Aberto vas the
stragest - hetok o f like arade ad |
coddit cachhm" SHeck sad "l

triedto —

b -

=

coddit conpete. The cancer survivor,
beck on the Tour far years & te Hslat
viday, accepged s cace o vidayis

Qont adr islikdytoqit
Astana far an ather team
Qnt ador, aed aly

F Ll
Alberto Contador of Spain, wearing the overall leader's yellow jersey, reacts on the podium after the

lowwhen he att acked, but | sawl vesn't
oetting ay doser. Ate thet | triedtoat
ny | osses and keep the rest behind ne.”

Anstrong s rivdry wth Grt ador, i
icedring last veeks nostly fla st ages,
ves s¢ toreiigiteinVehe.

nt ador sad Snday' s resut left o
doubt about vho shoul d be considered the
Ast ana team| eader .

"Tre df ferences novare pretty big,
and the teams bet shoul d now be ne, no?'
Qnt ador said. "I'msure ny teanmates are
goingtopu ingest vork to beck ne up
just likethey dd tody”

Anstrong promsed to put his omn
god s on the back burrer far the goad o
his team wich hes three riders in the Tar
Top 5 - @t ador, Anstrong and fourth
pl aced Andreas K oeden.

"Nwit's dear that ve have
the stragest rider inthe race
Thsis ateamspot, so you

cait - med w, Andreas

a msdf - canthirk

about oursd ves,"
'1:. Anstrong said.

"Qedl, if vedayit
redly, redly smart, ve
can have three
aws inthetop
. fiveadthe
guy who W ns.
Thet’'s aspedid
gpportunity, ht
you know | thirk
rowis the tine for

ne to put ny
chances asi de, and
focus on the team”
Rders gt arest
day on Monday
before the two ather
Apre s ages, an
F indvidd

g i

nni nal .

"Yegh it wil beherd" Arnstrong said
wen asked if his chances to wn the race

fiveridestohaetri -

unphed in the three
Gands Tous - Face Span

15th stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 207.5 kilometers (129 miles) with start in
Pontarlier, France and finish in Verbier, Switzerland, Sunday July 19, 2009.
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(AP Photo/Bas Czerwinski)

Kodikara century guides

Petes to 100 run win

by Reemus Fernando

A century from Danushka
Kodi kara was the highlight as St
Peter s llege recorded a 100
runvictoy over Isipd ana @l lege
in their Inter Shod Uhder-17
natch played at Bantal apitiya,
yest er day.

Kodi kara top scored wth 114
incdwsive of 12 fous and a six for

Retes the to post 269 rums.
Scores:

St. Peter’s 269 for 9 in 50 overs
(Danushka Kodikara 114, Nilochana
Perera 50, Denham Perera 33,
Demian Paul 27; Gihan Nadeeshan
3/60, Samitha Sulochana 3/20)
Isipatana 169 for 9 in 50 overs
(Harshaka Cooray 32, Irfan
Raheem 30, Danushka
Sandaruwan 30; Sidath Jayaweera
3/23, Tishan Fernando 2/28, Athif
Mackie 2/29)

Bens rout Meepawala

Amarasuriya

Meepawal a Anarasuriya MW
vere bowed out for 75 runs as
Arjuna Perera and Shannon
Patterson picked up three wcket s

each for St. Bredict s Qllege to
record a nine wcket victay in
their Inter Shool  Uhder-17
Dvision | natch played at
Kot ahena, Yesterday.

Scores:

Meepawala Amarasuriya 75 all
out in 32.3 overs (Sachin Minoj
2/22, Arjuna Perera 3/11, Shannon
Patterson 3/07)

St. Benedict's 76 for 1 in 13.5
overs (Jeson Perera 37 n.o, Roy
Sheran 24 n.0)

Joes in 8 wicket win

Kevin Bernadus cracked a
quick 55 runs in 38 bals, incusive
d 11 fours ad a six fo St
Joseph s llege to score an

eight wcket victory over
Bandaranaike llege in their
Uhder-17 natch played at

Gampaha, yesterday.

Scores:

Bandaranaike 141 all out in 46
overs (Kanishka Abeywardena 17,
Malindu  Perera  48; Dinal
Dhambarage 3/17, Chathuranga

Kumara 3/31, Rosco Thattil 2/25)
St. Joseph’s 143 for 2 in 18.2
overs (Kevin Bernadus 55, Keshan
Perera 25, Chathuranga Kumara 26
n.o)

Lumbini disappoint

Madusanka
wcket haul from P. T
Midushan was in vain for Basilica
@llege as Lunbini  llege

scored a for wcket victay in
their Uhder-17 natch played at

Ragana, yest erday.
Scores:

Basilica 128 all out in 43 overs (A.
Japar 46, V. Anthony 22, Vikum

Sanjaya 2144, Maduka
Liyanapathirana  3/13, Ziman
Osman 2/09)

Lumbini 131 for 6 in 39 overs
(Kavija Sandaruwan 15, Damith
Bandara 16, Maduka
Liyanapathirana 43 n.o;
Madushanka Lokuge 28 n.o; P.T.
Madusanka 6/38)

Alonso travels with Liverpool for Thai friendly

BANGKOK (AP) - Liverpool
midfi el der Xabi Al onso has
traveled wth the teamto its
Asian friendies on Mnday
amd intense specul ati on
about his future.

Real Madrid and Inter
Mlan are thought to be inter -
ested in signing the Spain

international, but L verpool
manager Rafa Benitez gave
not hi ng away Monday when
asked whet her he expected to
r¢ an A onso.

Li ver pool defender Jame
Carragher sai d Monday t hat
he thought Liverpool nay only
need to inprove by a slim

nargin in the comng season
town the Premer League.
Liverpool wll play
Thai l and’ s national teamon
Wednesday bef ore anot her
friendy in S ngapore.

Intikab exasperated by
latest collapse

by Richard Browne

An exasperated Intikhab A am
coach of Pakistan vas at aloss to
expanhisside slaest bettingcd -
lepsee Al | can say is tha wve
nmust keep on learning. Wether
you have been in the gane for two
nmnutes or 20 years, you nhever
stop learning and ny team nust
look to naint ai n nomrent um when
batting. Geat sides do not cd -
lgpse like we are doing a the
nonent .

Paki st an have suf fered & the
hands of the freguent bal |l changes
that have punctuated the series,
on this occasion the second new
ball was not deviating of f the
straight, when S§i Lanka Si Lanka
ski pper Kunar Sangakkara got the
ball changed. Pronptly, three
wckets fell in quick succession,
tw too fla footed drives from
Uar Qi and Msbah-U -Hiq that
were as nistined as they were
uncalled  for, wth  stunps
approaching and a shiny new bal |
g arting to swng.

Aamistoolonginthetoothto
be drawn into a potentially contro-
versia discussion on the ball
changes and realised that the
reckl essness of his bat snen had
far nore to do wth his teams
declining close of play position

Aamwvas al so frustrated once
again by the running between the
wckets, which saw Mhanmad
Yousuf involved in another cone-
dy of errors, since inheriting the
seni or bat sman tag from
InzanamU - Hig, he appears to
be followng his lead when it
cones to judging a run. Al am
adnmitted that Yousuf had felt
obliged to apd ogise for his error.

A am who having picked two
spinners would have batted first

was phi | osophi cal about
Paki st an s position: W shoul d be
three or four wcket s down, not
seven, but runs on the board do
count, and | amboth hopeful and
expect ant that we can get to 400,
vhich would gives us sonething
to bow at. Karnen Anal is afan-
testic player and the tail nust
hang around to give himthe sup-
port he needs.

Aam vas confident that the
wcket would help his spinners
later in the gane Kaneria is a
key bower. W saw a few balls
spin and bounce fromthe spi nner
today and | expect it to be redly
turning by day four. We just need
to add another 100 runs and we
are redly in the gane.

Thilan Thushara was the pick
of the &i Lankan bowers and is
benefitting froma continued run in
the sice This is the first tine |
have played a whol e series and it
has given nme a big boost.
Kul asekara and nyself are form
ing a partnership and | nowfeel a
red pat of the team sad
Thushar a.

This is ny hone ground and |
knowthe wcket vell. It isvitd to
get wcket s wth the newbal | and |
was very happy how | bowed with
both the first and second newbal | .
The wcket was slower than pre-
dicted and the seam novenent
|l ess pronounced, so it was a case
o htting a tigt line ad length
today, sonething all the seaners
did and we bowed as a unit sad
the hone town boy.

Henry Surtees dies
from head injuries

In F2 race

Henry Surtees

BRANDS HATH England (AP) -
Henry Surtees, the son of 1964 Formul a
(ne chanpi on John Surtees, has died
dter being struck in the head during an
F2 race on Sunday.

The 18-year-old Surtees was knocked
unconsci ous af ter being hit by atire fram
another car, casing his car tocrashino
a barrier in the second of the weekend s
races at Brands Hitch.

e ves arlifted to Royal London hos-
pt a, where was |l ater pronounced dead.

Srtees, wo finished thirdin
Studay's opening race for his first R2
pod umfinish, hed st arred in F3 | ast year .

Hs father is the only nan to have
von vorld titles on bath two and four
vheel s, claimng multipl e 500cc notorcy-
cle world chanpi onshi ps before wnning
the FL title wth Ferrari.

Bravo breaks his
silence on state
of WI cricket

Dwayne Bravo

Teamcol ours nean a lot to Vst
Indies and Minfiai | ndi ans’ al | -rounder
Dnayne Bravo. During the inaugura edi -
tion of the Indian Premer League, he
vas told by a Minai | ndi ans of fidd &
his hotel that he wou d have to brief the
press before a key gane. A digtly sur -
prised Bravo agreed to performhi s unex-
pected nedi a duti es and was soon sur -
rounded by reporters. He excused him
self, ran up to his roomand cane down
fuly atired wth his teas atire

Reopl e who real i sed the pride factor
in himwere highly i npressed.

Bavois not playing the current hone
series agai nst Bangl adesh due to a dis-
pute between the West Indies board and
the payers’ association Indeed, heis a
sad nan as his young eyes watched a
fadcd cricke s¢-up

He broke his silence recently inthe
Trindad and Tobago Express where he
slanmed the Board for its unprofessiona
vays. He brought up the attire aspect in
thefird part of theinterview "They (the
Board) just do things bady. They send
guys on tour two days before a series
and stuf f like your uifamariving lae
M club, Qeen's Park Gicket QGub, is
nore organi sed than West Indes,” he
f uned.

Bavo illustrated a pont about how
the West Indes Rayers' associaion chief
O nanath Rammarine has to perform
duties which the Board of ficdds agt to
d "If ld’ssay| ¢t acdl-yptopay far
West Indes. | gt tothe arpot, the ticke
isthee There are tines when you go to
the airport and your ticket is mat there
Then we call Ranmarine and he wil buy
a ticket. Sonetines you cone back from
tour nd every tine ve travel we land in
Barbedos to get a comnecting flight."

(M dray)



