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‘Medical Councill
takes UGC for
a ride’: A response

This has reference to Dr.
Janaka W ckranasinghe s lé -
te atitled Mdica Guncil
Takes the UBCfor aridein The
Idad of 6h Juy 2009.

The Si Lanka Medi cal
Quncil (SLIM) had neetings
wth the (airnan Uhiversity
Gants Gommi ssi on( U ,
U nenbers, Mnbers of
the Standing CGormttee on
Mdica and Denta Qurses,
admnistrativestdf of the UG
the UX legal advisor and

SLMC Lawyers. Everyone had
a copy of the ful Qurt Qder
referred to in DO.

Wi ckranasi nghe s lete bfae
themduring these di scussi ons.
I nforned deci sions were t aken,
wth mtua respect, under -
g$andng and responsibility on
both si des.

Neither the Chai rnan UGC
nor other nenbers of the
U ae so nave as to be
taken for a ride by anyone,
lesst of dl, the SNC

Dr. Wckranasi nghe has
faledtoreved thesourcedof his

reliable information from
vwhich he cane to conclude
about the SMC s stirkimgds-
honesty .

H's clunsy ef fat tot ake the
public and other HEFPM stu-
dentsfa ariceisregetdle

Based on decisions taken
regarding the inplenentaion
of the @urt Qder, fromthe h
Juy 2009 ommards, a notice
vas nailed to al cand dates
preparing for the BRPM exan -
retion This natice is aso on
the SLMC website wwwsi -
| ankanedi cal counci | . or g.

Gnddates requring clari -
fication should phone the
Regi strar/ SLMC on 5356769

Prof. Lalitha Mendi s
Presi dent

Si Lanka Mdical
Associ ati on

Man landed on the
moon; No doubt!

In this July 20, 1969 file photo, Astronaut Edwin E. “Buzz” Aldrin
Jr. poses for a photograph beside the U.S. flag on the moon during
the Apollo 11 mission. (AP)

| read wth interest an
article on the above subj ect
that appeared in The Island
o 16th Juy listing ot ten
reasons why the author of

the article believed that
man never |landed on the
noon.

That remnded ne of an
experience the fanous
British Phil osopher Betrand
Russel had in Landon about
half a century ago. Russel
gave atak onthe Structure
of the Solar System He
described that the sun, plan-
@ s and their noons vere all
spherical in shape and d
the planet s orbit around the
sun.

Then an elderly lady got
up and said, Very clever
young nman, very clever!
Bverything you say is rub-
bish The earthis fla and
it re¢s on the back of a
gat tutle.

Ater saying that she
wal ked away. Russel then
tod the awdience | didnt
vant to enbarass the |ady
by asking her: And where
does that turtle st and on?

| am one of the scien-
tiss who analyzed the
noon soil brought down to
earth by Neil Arnstrong four
decades ago.

A that tine | was at the
Chenmical Laboratories of
the Ganbridge Lhiversity in
Engl and.

| used a very poverful
nucl ear techni que known as
the Mossbauer Ef fect
Spectroscopy and it was
very clear that that sol hed
cone from a place where
there is no free oxygen. t
contained netdlic irm
vhich could not be found
where free oxygen was
present. This nade it very
clear that that soil had cone
fromout side the earth.

A that tine Television
was not available in Si
Lanka. But in Canbridge
we were watching every
det il of the spacecraft
landing on noon on TV at
the Gaduate Gentre in
Canbri dge.

Ten reasons were given
to prove that nan never
| anded on noon.

Let ne comment on j ust
one of them The author of
the articl e had assuned t hat
the NASA scietists are
idd s who would send their
national flag to an airless
place for it to sinply hang
perpetual Iy wthout flying.

H didnt believe that
those scientist s woul d have
sonme nechanismto keep it
flying on the noon.

Let ne al so add an inter -
esting anecdote from that
tine. A thetine Arnstrong
landed on noon the well
known  politician, Dr.
Wi ckramabahu Kar unar at ne
was with us in Ganbridge
livingin Darwn s house now
known as Darwin ol | ege.

He translated the name
Anstrong to sinhda as
W ckr amabahu . Xte
Arnstrong landed on the
moon Bahu (pet name of
Wi ckr amabahu) used to
raise his hand and say
W ckr anabahu handat a
bahee

Dr. Ganwille
Dhar mawar dena,
Mel bourne, Australia

OPINION
LETTERS

Mbnday 20th July, 2000 ﬂ

he decision of the Foreign
Tl\'rlristrytorefzall

Anbassador Dayan
Jayetilleka has cone as a sur -
prise for ve vere under the
inpression that his contract had
been extended till 3list My 2010.
The news itemwhich quoted a
Foreign Ministry source, though
nat exicitly gving areason hes
nade reference to a st at enent
nade by the irrepressibl e
Anbassador when he gave vent
tohs feding over the crud
bonti ng of Gaiza. The Gaza
bonti ngs were an overkill. Mst
utfortuatey the Anbassador
should not have said so as he as
Anfbassador cannot express his
private views on natters such as
that. No dout it vas a faux pas
for ve were quite dependent on
Isradi syt inour e fat to ven-
quishthe LTTE The Isragis vere
under st andabl y angry and t hey
sat here their Anbassador in
B h tolodge a strong pratest. An
apol ogy woul d have been nade
tothe Isradis and, | presuned,
the natter sorted ot wth the help
of the LB But instead we appear
to have decided to punish the
Anbassador !

It does seemthat the Foreign
Mnister hinsel f wanted DCayan
renoved. | presune that it nay
have been that Dayan had
ups aged the Mnister and this
was not to be brooked. He nay
have even falen fad of the
Foreign Secret ay. Despite his
falts, thereis no denying the fact
thet Dayan kept our flag flying &
the vorst of tines - even his
detractors woul d have to adnit
ths Yes, he nay have been abra-
sive but cosidering the levd o
bu lying by LTTE i nfl uenced repre-
sert atives of vestern countries,
Dayan has stood up to themand
exposed themin a fitting nanner.

Cayan had to not only t ake on
these parties who had been virtu-

dly hired by the LTTE | obbyi st s
bt dsotake on preudiced, hos-
tile vonen such as Nvi Rlla,
vwho wanted Si Lanka con-
denmed even though the QGounci |
had expressed it df df feretly on
the nater.

Antbassador J had his work

cut out for himand he hes,
despite his style, done our courtry
prod Hs recal is not accept -
dde A the end of two years an

d ficer becones truy ef fedive fa
he or she get s a neasure of the
job, nakes his cotatsadisin
apsitiontoredly ddiver the
goods.

Thisis vy al coutries keep
their repgresert ative for a nini num
of three years, sone are kept on
for afarthyear. S to bring back
Dayan af ter two yersis mt inthe
inerest o the coutry.

Dayan J is not the nan he
was two years ago. He has cone
a long vay since he took it upon
hinse f (intheface o silece
fromQ@Il ono) to blast Bitish
Foreign Secret ary David Ml i band

Dayan recalled

for his perile ad cdloss st ae-
nent on the occasion of the 60th
Aniversary of Si Lanka s inde-
pendence.

Dayan has nel | oned nuch
since being cdled to order & te
Hs & atenent on Israel, (that vaes
indeed ironica for Dayan J vas
naned af ter Mbshe Dayan, the
fanous Isradi Grerd!)

Anbassador Jayati || eka has,
indeed, nellowed and learnt on
the job. | nast sincerdy hope thet
the Foreign Mnister does not
intend to rep ace hmwth ard a-
tivea apditicd cay, fa ar
overseas nissions are full of such
untrained cl uel ess jokers repre-
serting the country a various lev-
elsthisis wthout doudt a crine
aga nst the people of this courtry.

Mst unfortunately, our wetch-
dogs in Parlianent have been
engaged in navel -gazing and | et -
ting the Foreign Mnister and his
cronies get anay wth vhat
anmount s to crine

As for Dayan, he would be
adetolist his achievenents on
ths coutry s betdf, but | vadd
challenge any other pditica
appoi ntee to nake public a report
on his or her perfornance. Sone
of our dplonat s seemto think
thet loding ate Si Lankan
donestic workers is their prine
responsibility! Viat nore coul d
ve expect of these clueless dpo-
nut s?

K. Godage
Forner Anbassador

Sardiel? No!

Hris de Slva s accout of Sadd s
hanging [ Sat Mag 18/7] hes beenillus-
trated wth a picture of awld | ooking
nan[rat her like the Mwnane Veddah
king] who is NOT Sxydd bt his nulti-
ethnic sidekick Mamal ay Mrikkar .
The photo of Sardiel injail shows himas
arahe e femnate chap,wth his aarmin
ading seated flanked by a pill-box hat -
ted but barefooted const dde

Bandu de Slva s yarn of the bitten
ex isastill pasistet rud mth -fa
ol der than 1960 [as Hris conjectures]. |
clearly renenter an old Amay rel ating
this yarnin 193

TD

Bay leaves not Rampe

It is very good of Lionel de
Slva( The Island 17-07-09) to
have pointed out the silly things
our bureaucrats do in the nane
eradicating the nosquito nen-
ace. It looks like they wll erad-
icate ranpe long before the
nosqui t oes.

However, | want to point out
a mst ake. Rampe is known to
nany nationalities in the world,
especially inthe Asian region. It
is now nost commonly known
as pandan leaves in the culi -
nary world due to Asian influ-
ences.

Accor di ng to Wkipedia
only the Snhalese and H ndi
use the word ranpe. In
English it is nore pandan than

ranpe.

Bay | eaves (laurus nobilis)
though wused in enhancing
flavour in cooking, are totdly

df ferent fromranpe. They | ook
like our nore common curry
| eaves ( karapincha) but shoul d

Bay leaves

not be nist aken for them Bay
leaves are slightly bigger than
karapi ncha and thicker in tex-
tue

Austin Kumar asi nghe,
Mel bour ne

Doing it the
American way

Bugs Baer is credited wth nany
wtticisns, which are of t repeated.
Ohce he quipped that Not all wonen
can wear slacks - but they do .

Readi ng through The Island of 14th
Juy, | was reminded of another of
his w secracks. He declared, W are
returning to the i ndependent

Anerican way of reaching a decision
by changing the subj ect.

| recalled this jest when | read the
frot page itemof The Island that the
Heal th Mnister had called for the
scrapping of the Z score systemas
applied for the GE A Level exam

The nedia is replete wth discon-
certing though renedi abl e shortcom
ings of the Health Departnent like
drug short ages in governnent hospi -
tals, strikes by doctors for diverse
reasons, severance of power supply
to hospit s due to failure to pay hills
on tine, no water for the Ratnapura
Hospit al due to broken down punps
threat s fromDengue, Leptospirosis
and nore... Just as we wonder how
the Heal th Departnent can neet the
chal | enges, we see the Health
Mni ster expending his energy on the
Z score, vhichis a natter inthe
purview of the Education Mnistry.
What next ?

Joe Kerr,
Ga mpaha.

One friend 1s much and
two are many!

I was nursing ny sick wfe
when sonebody rang the doorbel | .
It vas a Taml girl pronoting the
sde of the ford Thesaurus, a
dictionary of synonyns. The grl
had a bagful of themand one in
her hand for display. N first
inpuse was to pditely turn her
anay when she noticed that | was
greedily looking a her book. Db
you know what it is? She asked. |
said yes and how sone years ago
sonebody had borrowed nine and
never returned it.

It s less than a thousand
rupees, she said placing the
beautiful thesaurus in ny hand.

Db you wsh to buy it? VYes, hu,
and | looked at ny sick wfe,
Haine, vhowas inthe hall wth her
feet ina basin of varmvater.

I's she sick?

Yes, she has a varicose ul cer
that isna heding

Have you consul ted a doct or ?
Miny doctors, and | amdoi ng ny
best to fdlowinstructions wth the

nedi cati on.

This Tanl girl spoke English so
well that | had to ask her how she
had nanaged.

She said: | am an English
Fbnours Gaduate of an Indian
university and | was teaching
Bgish in Jaffna, ny honetown.
Wen the LTTE started to con-
sxipg Taml girls and boys ny pa -
ets sent ne to lonbo. |
escaped conscription and now ny
Oesire is to go to Astrdia ad, if
lucky, teach BEndish.

Then ny wfe, Haine, joined in
the conversation. She said how
she and | had been teachers of
Bglish for a long tine and that
she had an FTQL in speech and
drana. Haine asked our Taml
friend for her nane and it was spelt
Vithiyaa The girl was happy to
have net us and she said it was
the first tine she had the pleasure
of being received in a 9nhal ese
honme. How do you know we are
Snhalese?, | asked. | saw your

nane on the door, sad she

Yes, only the name is
9nhalese but we are essentialy
hunan bei ngs, said ny wfe,
addi ng: Wien God nade nan and
vwonan. He did not create Tanls
or S nhalese. Gd nade hunans
and the devil nade races. See the
ethnic conflict that is going on ad
on It was a long conversation and
a the end Vithyag wth atear in
her beautiful eyes, gave us the
beautifu book as a gift, ad sad
R ease accept it wth ny conpli -
nent s

She becane our friend inst at -
ly and | renenbered what
nfucius, the sage once said:
Qe friend is nuch and two are
many.

Jayatissa Perera,
Banbal api ti ya.

Citizen Perera’s
prayer

Gve us this day our daily bread
(read aleviate poverty). Lead us not
into tenpt ation through Garrot-dan-
dingpaiticos a Hectiontine Lead
us not into tenpt ation through high
inerest rae-d fering finance conpa-
nies wth dubi ous credentia s.

Lead us not into white vans sans
nuniber plates and destinati ons
unknown.

Deliver us frompoliticians, bureau-
ad s, the undervorld and drug
bar ons.

Deliver us fromlanguage barriers
wich inéeffect, aebariestoiner-
communal harnony and are definite
i npedi nent s to fostering sane.

Deliver us froma garbage-strewn
environnent, as we get suf fidat
quantities of that conponent fromthe
folk in the abode by the O yananna

Forgive our trespasses into st ae
instituions ad pdice st aios to
o ain redresses for our grievances,
as ve forgive those that trespass
agai nst us by shoving ARs and FRs
inou faces and addressing us in a
| anguage that sone of us are not con-
versant wth. (Wi lst on the subject,
vhy not extend that kind old sou HE
The President s drective to gve
Qicket comment ariesindl three lan-
guages, to cover work in st @eimstitu-
tions, Rlice st aions etcetera, as
vel | ?)

Answer all our above prayers and
to hd | wth the 13h Amendnent t he
nuch flaunted paecea far dl ills; the
excuse for NATO(no action, tdk
only); (and apart froma handfu of stu-
dent s of the subject conversant wth
dlits relevant clauses and thus, com
petet totdk infavor or agaimst), the
subterfuge of schening secessioni st s
sel f-el evated halier-than-thou honly
deliverers and parraing pditiciams!

Lakshman
D ssanayake



