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by Rex Clementine

Ater two weeks of confusion and contro-
versy, ace pacenan Cham nda Vees firdly
announced his retirenent from Test cricket
during a nedia briefing a the 9 ngha ese
Spats G ub grounds yesterday. Today sthrd
adfird Test against Rakist anwll be the 35
year-od veteran s lat Test Mich, but he
said he wll continue to represent the country
in s and Tventy-20s. The third Test
agai nst Pakist an wil be ny last Test Mich.
It ves a very dfficdt dedsion ht o te
speaking to ny fanly | decided to nove on.
However, | wil cotinetopday @ ad T-20
aide, thelet armseaner said yesterday.

He added that he will hod a nedia brief -
ing & the cocusion o the third Test as Si
Lanka are eyeing a whitewash against
Paki st an having a ready bagged the series
20

Vaas was overlooked for the T-20 Wrld
Qp in BEgland, but was expected to be
recdled far the first Test against Pkistanin
Gl le. Howvever, he was not naned in the 16
nenber squad announced ahead of the
series opener which pronpted specul ati ons
about his future and Ghairnan of Selectors
Ashantha de Ml surprised nany when he
vent on record saying that the veteran
intended toretire from Test cricket. Hwever,
Vaas denied naking a st atenert like that to
the Gief SHector.

The sel ectors seened to have reached a
conpromise wth the forner vice-captan
vien they picked hmfor the find Test wth
the series aready won so that the veteran
codd retire ona high note

The dead rubber at SSG however, wil
provide an opportunity for §i Larkan cri cket
lovers to reflect on the carer o coutry s
nost successful fast bower wth over 350
wckets to his nane. No other Si Lankan
fast bower hes t aken 100 w cket sin Test s

Vaas nade his international debut two
veeks af ter his 2h hirthday against Indain
Rjkat ad vent oo pay his first Tet
Mtch against Pakistan the sane year in
Kandy. Two years later he was a key nem
ber of the side that vent onto wn the Wrld
Qp in Lahore.

It s a sad day when such a great player
goes ot of Test cricket. He s a true chanpi -
on, probably the only Si Lankan fast bower
ve can cal a true legend of the gane. He
$ ands shoul der to shoulder wth the great s
of the world cricket, capain Kunar
Sangakkara sai d paying tribute to Vaas.

A devout Catholic and a nan who

0

wen | got into the side he vas ore of the
first guys tocone andta k to ne when | was
a reserve in the Rkistan series in 2000.
Wen you think of Vaasy, you renener fit -
ness, strength and class. He worked his butt
¢ f over the years to keep such an anount of
fitness, Sangakkara, further said about Si
Lanka s second highest wcket taker in both
forns of the gane.

H s probably the only bower in the
wrld to bow on condtions like this ad
nanage to pick up so nany wckets. \Were
spinners usua |y do vel |, Vaasy has excel | ed.
Bveryone in the teamhas a great anount of
respect for him He s a true chanpion, prob-
ably the only Si Lankan fast bower we can
cal atrue leged of the gane.

Two years ago, Vaas becane only the
third payer to pay 100 Test Mtches for Si
Lanka and his 110 Tests is the second nwost
by a §i Lankan, a list headed by Mttiah
Mral i theran.

The highigts of Vaas career include a
ten wcket natch bag in Nepier in 1995 as
Si Lanka won it sfird Test Mitch overseas.
In that series he adso excelled wth the bat
wth a cope of hdf-centuries, but overdl
under achi eved wth the bat despite nanag-
inga Test hundred.

SXC was a so the venue where he picked
wedgt weket sinanimings, aWrld Record
and the best boding adysis in @s. Citics
argued thet he cou d have gone otopick up a |
ten wcket s, bt hs cgt ain Sanath Jayasuri ya
pdled hmot o the atack wth Z nbabwe
dom tothe tal dthough he still hed tvo overs
lét tofinshhisqo a

Then he picked W a het-trick o f thefirg
three bdls o the gane in Reternaritzbug
{ agai nst Bangl adesh in the 2003 Wrld Qp, a

tournanent he finished as the highest wcket

Chaminda Vaas, right, is greeted by Sri Lankan team baggage boy Nimal, during a practice session ahead of the third Test Match against Pakistan at the teker .
SSC grounds on Sunday. Vaas announced he will be retiring from Test cricket after the final Test . (Pic by Gurinder Osan)

® Test cricket loses Mr. Nice Guy trigpred by atla avavgd;;wvr;nm
Gol onbo saw Vaas resiging fromthe

Vaas announces

retirement from Tests

enoyed life to the fulest, Vaas has al ways

fast bower to energe fromSi Lanka, and he got eventudly.
naintaned that he vasnt the nost taented had to work extrenely hard to get to where

The greatest thing about Vassy is that

H vas appointed as the vice-captan to
Mrvan Aapatuin 206 bt enwgy irfigting

wiile on tour in Nw Zedand and
Jayavardene was brought back as vice-cap-
tan

Sri Lanka wary of

‘temperamental’ Pakistan

i Lanka capt ai n Kunar
Sangakkara is wary of a
Paki st an coneback in the fina
Test of the series, acknow edg-
ingthevisitas capadty fa
sharp formturnarounds.

Si Lanka has an unbeat -
able 2-0 lead in the three natch
series, wththe find Test & at -
ing today at the S nghal ese
Spart s G ub ground.

Paki st an wll be bath trying
to recoup sone pride wth a
win, and to gain sone nonen-
tumheadi ng into the upconng
one-day series.

Paki st an has al ways been
tenperanent d as aside
Sangakkara sai d yest erday.
Thet s vhat the greatest dan-
gers about them We don't
know what to expect when we
velk out ontothefidd

The thought al vays at the
back of our heads is that these
guys are such a great side, just
watch out, one of these days
they are going to cone back
and cone back hard at you.

W ve just gat to be ready
and if that happens we absorb
the pressure.

Paki st an lost the first tvo
Test sd ter being in wming
posi tions but cd | apsing dranat -
icdly.

Qr mentd gatusissim
pe Rkistan captdn Younis
Khan said. Everybody want sto
wn, everybody knows that if ve
play to our potentia we deliver
dl thetine

Younus said he agreed wth

Sangakkara s opinion that
Paki st an teamis unpredict abl e
and vorried about its tendency
to cdlapse

It night becone our habit.
S we nust stop these things
specidly in Test cricket because
in one-dayers or Tventy20 it s
nanagabl e. But not in Test
cricke.

The Test wll bethelast in
the career of 35-year-dd Si
Lanka seaner Chami nda Vaas.

Si Lanka: (From) Kunar
Sangakkara (capt ain), Mlinda
Warnapura, Thar anga
Peranavit ana, Mhel a
Jayawar dene, Thilan
Sanmar aweera, Tilla&karane
O | shan, Chaminda Vass, Anjelo
Mat hews, Chamar a
Kapugedera, A antha Mendis,
Thilan Thushara, Nuwan
Kul asekera, Rangana Herat h,
Kaushal Slva, Suranga Laknal
and Damm ka Prasad.

Pakist an: (From Younis
Khan (capt ain), Sal nan Butt,
Khur ram Manzoor, Mohamad
Yousuf, M sbah-ul -Hag, Shoaib
Ml ik, Kamman Aknal, Unar
QGl, Saeed A mal, Mohanmmad
Aanmir, Danish Kaneria, Abdul
Razzag, Abdur Rauf, Fawad
Aamand Faisal |qgbal .

Navy In sensational 18-3 win against CR

by Ravi Nagahawatte

Navy Spots GQGub created a piece
of sensation vhen they beat the fan-
ci ed Geyl onese Rugby & Footbal | G ub
(GRBFQ 183 in a closely contested
Qup Chanpi onshi p encounter of the
Giltex League rugby tournanent at
Welisara yesterday.

Navy thought and pl ayed |ike a wn-
ning team and cdlected their ponts
through two tries, one conversion, one
penalty and a drop goal in response to
CQRRFC which could nanage only a
perelty kick a godl .

The wnners played wth a purpose
rigt fomthekick o f adddvel inthe
first haf despite GRRFC enjoying a
larger share of possessi on.

Navy drewfirst blood wth the gane
18 minutes dd wen fly haf Nlufer

lbrahim folloned a kick by Eande
Weerakkody and took the ball over the
trylire

(R s forvards werent inpressive

inthe first hedf ad the teams threes
too found advancing hard, in the face
of asoid defence put up by Navy.

R s Reza Mbarak slotted in a
perdty in the 21st mnute o pay to
reduce the deficit inparts

Navy s Sanant ha Lakshan
dropped a goal ten minutes from hal f
tinetohd phisteamt ake the breather
wthaled o fiveparts

Ray in the second half was scrap-
py at tines but Navy began doninating
the gane wth their fast ruming backs.

Full  back Nman Hettiarachchi
shore in atack and nade sone piec-
ing rus.

Hettiarachchi struck a peralty in
the 38th mnute of play to nake the
score 11-3 in favour of Navy.

The sdlas had the (R players
dunbf ounded when Hettiarachchi
sliced through their defence and plarnt -
ed the ba| close tothe post s. Lakshan
added the extra points to help Ny
avenge the first round defeat to R

Navy s Eande Werakkody was
handed a yellow card by referee
Pradeep Fer nando.

Royal s play naker this season
Hanza Hassen represented Navy at
yesterday s natch.
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Navy SC’s Suranga Pushpakumara makes a break in the team’s Cup Championship
Trophy match in the Caltex League Rugby tournament against CR&FC which was
worked off at Welisara yesterday. Navy SC won the match 18-3.

(Pic by Jude Denzil Pathiraja)

Illeperuma shines for DSS

by Reemus Fernando

Leg-spi nner  Tharindu |11 eperuna pi cked up four
wckets for DS Seranayake Qi lege to restrict
Nl anda @l | ege to 208 runs and record a 39 runs vic-

toy inther Inter-Shod Uder-17 Dvision | natch
played at Nl anda Gound yest erday.

Scores: D8S 247 dl at (50

Thusith de S1va 50, Chanoed W ckranasi nghe 49,
Lesith Abeyratne 33, K Danushka 3/ 31

Nal anda 2B dl ot (47.2)
P. Wckranarachchi 60, S Gunavardena 43;
Tharindu |11 eperuna 4/40, Akila Werasi ngne 2/ 26

Trinty record five
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