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Canned fish for
Lanka though local
fish production up

by Shamindra Ferdinando

W. K K Knarasiti, Scretay tothe
Nnistry of Ntions Bildngsadtha Si
Lanka had no option but to accept vhatev-
er gven by the international conmanity in
suppart of the courtry sef fot s tolak & te
nearly 280,000 persons acconmodated at
velfare certres in the north
resadtha Si
Lanka had recei ved

eeds 130 netric tons of
\NFP.I"I N $ camed fish fromthe
BL2mllionto world Food

feed 280,000 Programe (VP)
) folloving a UD7.4
mouths in SL milion (R. 83 il -
lion) grant nade by
the governnent of
Japan to the N
agency.

He vas responding to The Island query
vhether Si Lanka shou d have utilised
these funds to neet sone other needs of
the di spl aced since they cou d have
dit ained stacks | ocally as fish praduction
had recorded an unprecedented i ncrease
de tothe renvd of fishing restrictions.

The of ficid sadthet as they hed to
provide three neals a day to the dis-
placed, they would accept any food itens
gven by the international conmanity.

Continued on page e

Ties depend on
welfare of Tami

Manmohan tells Rajapaksa

ndian Prime Mnister Manmohan

Sngh has said that the nanner in

which §i Lanka addresses the legiti -
mate concerns of the Tam! popul ation
voul d have a bearing on the relation-
ship between the two countries.

Ve are deeply concerned. | expl ai ned
to him[Si Lanka President Mhinda
Raj apaksa] ve have | egitinate concerns
about the velfare of i Larkan Tamls It
has a bearing on Si Larka s rdaios wth
Ida  The
Hnduina
Juy 18
detelined

President Rajapaksa meets with
Indian PM Dr.Manmohan Singh in
Egypt on the sidelines of the NAM
summit (Photo Sudath Silva)

Chief of Defence Staff Gen. Sarath Fonseka greets newly appointed Navy Commander
Continued on page a

Vice Admiral Thisara e at the Joint Of Headquarters at a meeting on
Friday. (Navy Media)

South Korea
deploys cloned
drug-sniffing dogs
SEOUL, South
Korea (AP) - South
Korea has put
cloned dogs on
patrol to sniff out

Gota offers to help banks
transfer cash safely

by Norman Palihawadana thet the police veu d hel p barks as private
security firms codcht be entristed vith the
Defence Secret ary Git abhaya respsibility o trasferring cash

Two months after the annihilation of the LTTE leadership on the
banks of the Nanthikadal lagoon, the army continues to recover large
quantities of arms, ammunition and equipment. The Task Force VIl
engaged in clearing operations in Puthukudirippu east over a week
ago recovered five anti-aircraft missiles. (Pic courtesy Army)

Two die in
gang warfare
- police

The police said thet tve
persons intheir early 505
had been shot dead at
Mhavatte in the
@ andpass palice area over
the veekend. A senior
pdice o fidd tdd The
Islend thet this vas die to
a dispute betveen two
gangs operating in the
ae

Meamhile, the police
arrested six gangsters dur -
ing an operation conduct ed
inthe Mdera area. (NP)
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drugs at customs.

Six genetic
duplicates of a
single Labrador
retriever have
been working at
the country's main
Incheon interna-
tional airport and
three other

Continued on_
page

ankan refugees in TN
won't be sent back forcibly’

i Llankan refugees in
Tanhl Nadu voul dn t be sent
back forcibly, bt if they
vated to return hone, the
State governnent would not
gand in their way, Taml
Nadu Government s A nance
Nirister K Anbazhagan sai d
on Fidy in the TN
Assenbl y.

Speaking in a debate on
denands for grants on the
Rublic Departnent, M.
Anbazhagan sai d neither the
@ntre nor the State govern-
nent vas for sending the
refugees back to Si Lanka
Bt if they vated to rgan

ther reaives in the islad
the governnent would not
prevent themfromdoi ng so.

Explaining the various
stepstaken by the govern-
nent to inprove the basic
anenities a various refugee
canps in the Stae the
Nirister sad thet inthe cur -
rent year the governnent
hed dlotted Rs. 55.48 crore
fo proidng assistance to
the ref ugees.

‘Lankan ...

It had incurred an expen-
Continued on page a

TALK g

“to
heart’s

(@) U] r 2$§rqenrs

Raj apaksa said that banks
coud ask for pdice pratec-

tion when they noved

large anount s of cash
Conmenti ng on a recent
robbery of billion rupees
wileit ves being trans-
ferred fromHKurunegal a
to @l onbo, he said that
the berks shou dnt t ake
) unnecessary ri sks.

Gotabhaya - He sad

The Defence Secretary dso sad that
an enpl oyee of the private security firm
hired by The Nations Trust Bank and
Hatton National Bank to nove cash from
Kurunegal a to @l onbo, too, had been
invd ved in the abortive raboery.

Anong the six suspect s nowin custody
are three ex-9AF of fiers The palice iden-
tified the enpl oyee of the private firmvant -
edinthis comection too, & an ex- SLAF
d fioa.

by Piyasena Dissanayake

UNP and Qpposi tion Leader Ranil
Wi ckrenesi nghe said that his paty
voul d commence taks for the forna-
tiond ajan gposition
front tonorrow

Wi ckr enesi nghe
saidtha WP s
Executive and Rdlitical
, Gommittees had given
their aprovd for himto
hol d di scussi ons with

aher miticd pa -

ties and organi sa-
tios onforgng a

Ranil g

Ranil gets party nod to forge
alliance to defeat govt.

newal liance to defeat the governnent.

D scussions wth other paties
vioul d focus on the issues such as the
abolition of the executive presi dency,
creating an econonic enviroment to
failit ate the vorking of a narket-driven
econony, hresdd

The (pposi tion Leader was speak-
ing on Saturday at a neeting wth UNP
Mneragal a Ostrict cand dates contest -
ing the forthconing el ections to the Wa
Roindd Qundl.

Ranil ...

Continued on pagea

Karannagoda
Highways Secy

by Shiran Ranasinghe

Forner Navy Cormander Admiral
Wasant ha Karannagoda has been
appoi nted Secret ay tothe Ninstry o
Road and H ghvays Devel opnent and he
i's expected to assune duties today a
10.30 amat Sethsiripaya

e dso functions as the Nati ol
Saourity Advisor.

Adniral Karannagoda sai d that
the devel opnent of the roed
retverk ves arudd indl
devel opnent pr ogr anmes
and therefore he vou d
accept the newpost and do
his unost for the courtry
vhi ch he served as the
Navy Commander .

Loku Bandara ‘in our
pocket shortly’ - Nimal

Health Mnister Nnal Sripdade Slva
said that nowthat Uiith Lokuba-ndara
hed svitched aleg ance to the ruing codi -
tion Speaker W J. M Lokubandara, too,
vou d fdlowshortly.

Addressing an UPFA propaganda ral |y
a Hlautenna inthe Hputde
detaaelat Thursday, the
Bdila Dstrict SFP | eader
sAdthet | okubandara nahat -
tayeth het a ani thda venekat a
ape sakkuve. (M.
Loabendera wll beinor
pocket shartly ()

Speaker

Now, UNP dissident’s
son on UPFA list

UNP dss -
dent R M
Dhar ma-
dasa s
Banda s son
Hrinda aias
Sudu
Mahat t aya
contest s the
Moner agal a
Dstrict on the UFA ticket & the August
8 elections to the Wa Rrovincia
Qunci | . Banda, who recei ved
Suppl ement ary G ops Devel opnent
port fdiod ter svitching al | egiance to
President Mehinda Raj apaksa in
January 2006 appoi nted Harinda as his
private secret ary. (DE)

Harinda Dharmadasa

Cuban biologists
missing

Tvo top Quban biologists who vere
schedul ed to arrive in @ onbo | ast
Sturday (Juy 18 to study the wse of BTl
(Becillus Thurigenesis Isragl ensis) to com
bet dengue ddnt tunup Asenior Hath
Ninistry of fidd tdd The Island that though
the Quban enbassy in Ql onbo i nf or ned
the mnistry of their arrival Sturday norn-
ing on an Eirates flight fromDiei, they
vere yet to cone. He said that a check
reveal ed though they had left Havana,
they hadn t reached Dubai. According to
him the enbassy said that they cou d
cone next Tuesday (July 21) though there
ves no confirmation. (S

Herath completes
1,000th jump

Wi ng Conmander
Hari shchandra Herath
of the Si Laka Ar
Force on Saturday
becane the first Si
Lankan to conpl ete
1,000 parachute
j unps

Continued on page
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