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Appalling® propaganda
hat the international media are functioning
Tas hired guns of some western govern-
ments, hell bent on giving this country a
bad name for the crime of having demonstrated
to the world that terrorism could be neutralised
militarily, is evident from yesterday's CNN report
on UN Secretary General Ban Ki Moon's visit to
Sri Lanka. Under a screaming headline on its
website, Ban tells CNN: Sri Lanka sites for the
displaced ‘appalling’, CNN tries to have the
world believe that the UN Chief's reported revul-
sion is at the conditions of the welfare centres
for the displaced. One may have been baffled to
read/ hear that comment, as Moon had said
nothing of that sort either at his meeting with
President Mahinda Rajapaksa or at a subse-

quent media briefing.

The obfuscating UN Chief, however, does not
refer to any 'sites' according to the original CNN
video clip containing the relevant section of the
interview, (the transcript of which we publish
today). Instead, his reference is only to 'scenes’
by which he apparently means the scenes of the
war zone, especially that of the final battle in
Mullaitivu, he saw from an Air Force chopper.
CNN report says, quoting Moon: "I have traveled
around the world and visited similar places, but
this is by far the most appalling scenes | have
seen," Ban told CNN. "I sympathise fully with all
of the displaced persons." It is the juxtaposition
of the sentence in which he sympathises with
the displaced that creates the impression in
one's mind that the UN Chief is appalled by the
conditions at the welfare centres. Subterfuge,
eh?

Moon, we are afraid, is not articulate enough
and when he says something he does not make
sure he has said it. Thus, his statements often-
times leave room for spin doctoring. The CNN
report at issue is extremely damaging to Sri
Lanka in the context of today's Human Right
Council special session. That may be why the
western media are going hell for leather to cast
Sri Lanka's welfare centres for the displaced in
a bad light. Now that their governments have
egg on their face having failed to scuttle Sri
Lanka's war and save their pet terrorists, they
are giving Sri Lanka a bad name to facilitate its
‘hanging’ in typical Wild West style.

Interestingly, the UN Chief urged President
Rajapaksa at their meeting to open roads,
remove checkpoints and ensure people's free-
dom of movement. Neither Moon nor his
Colombo office worthies could say boo to a
goose while the LTTE was ruling the roost. Now
he wants roads opened! Does he think he would
have been in a position to make that request, if
terrorism had not been defeated militarily?
Freedom he is rightly advocating — though some
roads cannot be reopened in a hurry for securi-
ty reasons — is one of the dividends the war has
paid in spite of the unfortunate short-term civil-
ian suffering, without which no war has ever
been or will ever be fought.

Moon should also take cognisance of the
human cost of the on-going war in the Swat
Valley at the behest of the US. He must be told
that the UN workers are now in a position to
operate in any part of this country without being
harassed and/or abducted by terrorists. The
LTTE once stormed the UN compound in the
Vanni and desecrated its flag. In 2007, the LTTE
abducted two UN workers for helping some civil-
ians escape from the Vanni and this year the ter-
rorists forcibly held 15 UN employees and their
families in the war zone as part of its human
shield. The UN opted for self-castration, unable
to take any action against the LTTE.

UNICEF could not save child combatants in
the LTTE's clutches. Even if UNICEF had gone on
campaigning for the release of those unfortu-
nate children till kingdom come, the LTTE would
not have budged an inch. But, thanks to a suc-
cessful military campaign against that terrorist
outfit which is on the UN List of Shame for child
abuse, there will never be child recruitment in
this country. Therefore, it is not backstabbing
and vilification but praise and assistance that
Sri Lanka deserves from the UN, its Secretary
General and the so-called international commu-
nity.

When President Rajapaksa shot for the moon
and sought Moon's help to have the notorious
LTTE arms smuggler KP, who is at large over-
seas, arrested and deported together with other
terrorists operating freely in western capitals,
the latter (Moon), true to form, pretended to be
a deaf-mute.

What has Moon got to say to that request?
Will he at least tell CNN?
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LTTE admits
leader dead, opts
for non-violence

-BBC
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President asks UN Chief to

help arrest KP

... says opening roads nay take sone tine

by Norman Palihawadana

President Mhinda Ryj apaksa
has told LN Secret ary General Ban
K -noon that road bl ocks set up as
part of the neasures to couter LTTE
threat coudnt be renoved inmed -
ady. The Resident explained at a
neeting with Mon that neasures in
place against LTTE att acks voul d have to be
Iovered gradual |y though naj or conat opera-
tions had cone to an end.

Athoit aive sarces tdd The Island thet
Mon hed cdlled for the renvd of dl barriers in
thedty adits suburbs as vell as inthe northern
rejantofailitate the novenent of civilians vhen
he net the Si Larken |eader & Rresident s

President

and others

House in Kandy.
Sources said thet the Rresident
had al so enphasi sed the urgent
need to apprehend and deport to
Si larka LTE frotliner K
believed to be operating in a Suth
Esst /Asian coutry and other LTTE
| eaders operating overseas.
Kunaran Padnanat han al i as
kP vanted by Interpol and India over the assas-
singtion of @ngess | leader Rjiv Gchi is
requred toface trid in Si Laka Herus the
LTTE s arns procurenent ring and is reportedy
making an e fat toredve the LTTE

Moon

by Shamindra Ferdinando

With najor conet qﬁalcm coming to an
rorthern

end in
theatre, the arned kxss s;mheabd
by the arny and pol i ce voul d nowgo al |
out to recover arns and anmuni tion hid-
den by the LTTE security of fiddssad

They said thet athorities vod d d so
have to track dom LTTE cadres who
hed gone underground inthe city and its
suburbs. Responding to our queries, an
indligaoed fidd sadthe the recoery
of weapons abandoned on the ground
by retreating LTTE cadres woul d be easy. The df -
fialt t ask would be to locate hidden arnanent s
hesad

Arong the arnanent s and equi pnent recov-
ered by the arny clearing Vel lanol livaikkal over

Massive hunt for
Idden Tigerarms

the weekend vere nine 40 nm grenade |aunch-
es, 29 T-5 assadt rifles, 10 miti purpose
machine guns, two 60 nmmart ars, 13 conmuni -
caion set's, six 127 nm veapons and
e gt therno-baric veapons.

The STF, conduting o earing opera-
tions in the Hanori ppukd amin the East
last Fiday (My 22) evening recovered
three sidde jadet s, 18 rands of T-5%
] amnition, 36 rouds of nicro pistd
anmunition, one hand grenade, ten
rounds of 40 nm g enades, three elec-
traic dtoetas, aetod kit o a40 nm
grenade | auncher and tvo mlit ary fatigues.

Continued on page a

Miliband on his way out

Grdon Brown is drawng up plans for a
cabiret reshuf fle next nonth that coudd see
Peter Mandel son pronoted to forei gn secre-
tary in a denage-1innt ati on exercise o ter the
Jure 4 local and European el ections accord-
irgto The Financial Tines of My 21

PM Brown s dlies say they expect Lord
Nandel son, busi ness secret ary, to be gven
his dreamjab at the Foreign G fice taking
the post once hefd by Herbert Mrrison, his
grandfat her .

Dwvid Nliband, foreign secretay, wedd be
found another senior post but any nove woul d be

|
Miliband

seen as a denotion for a nan seen |ast
year as a potertial |eadership chllenger to
M Bromn.

Business comnmunity would be di sap-
pointed if Lord Mndelson vere noved
less then a year after his retun fram

Brussels.

H:rvever‘ his departure vould provide

pditicd cover for a goverment review of
Lord Mandel son s pfas tosdl ast ake

Continued on page 1

Y
Navy C

Admiral Wasantha

and senior officers participate

in religious observances to invoke blessings on officers and men killed in war
against terrorism. This was a scene at the strategic Trincomalee navy base on

Sunday (May 24). Pic SLN Media

MOON says no clear evidence of
heavy bombing in battle zone

N Secretary General Ban K-
noon inaninterviewwvith the QW
on his return fromthe Vami  over
the veekend said that there vas
no clear evidence of the use of
on the scene of

heavy weapons
trefird tetle

The SLAF said that
the WN chief and his
entourage had been
flom in two helicopters
over the areas vhere
the LTTE fougt itslat

bettle wth the arny | ast veek.

Mearwhi | e, the OWin a story
headlined Ban tells QW i
Lanka sites for the displaced
appdling quoted noon as say-
| vas so sad ad | ves so
hunbl ed by what | have seen.

ing

Moon: | have, | repet seen
nany cases that there vere so nany
dvilianpopd atios wo lost their deer
lives ad ... ves uecogt die situa-
tion And even though they might not
recogni se and adniit this one ve have
nany such cases.

QW Ddit nt Tok
like heavy bonhi ng?
Moon: A | flew
over today there vere
nany destructions
vihi ch nay suggest that
there vere very severe i gt ngs.

CNN: And heavy weapons used?

Mon: Tt s vhet | guess bt |
dn't have ay dear evidence

CNN: Bt fromvhat you sawit
lods like thet?
| Mon: Yes.

have traveled @l around the vorld
and visited simlar places bt this
is by far the nast appalling scenes

| have seen.

OW  The military says tha
they cen assure us that very few

civilias ded Db you buy thet?

Air Force to use LTTE runway

The SAF vould set up a
sdl sdima aed the tvo
LTTE rumvays in the | rananadu
aeaest of the A0 road, SAF
spokesman Wng Commander
Janaka Nenayakkara told The
Idad

He said that the SAF vou d
wse the bigger oe. VeIl do
take over the ruway situated
desetoMilativ hesad
(S

An L air strip

UNHRC special sessio

Lanka makes smartm

ove

by Shamindra

Who would benefit from
altered Kegalle road project?

MR to Moon: We’'ll
implemnet 13 A

Qose on the heel's of an assurance
given to India President Mhinda

Si larkais corfidert that
it voud be able to noster
support of nany friendy
netions & a specid session of

26, i's being convered a the
request of 17 of the 47 nem
bers of the HG includng
Canada, France, Gernany,

Ferdinando

Ad spute over the undue

Raj apaksa has reiterated his conmitnent

to the inplenent aion of the 13h

Arendnent to the Qnstitution, according

delay in a road construction

toajdrt s atenent i ssued by the S

the Wnited Nations Hinan
Rghts Quncil in Gneva
tonorrow agency reports sad
yester day.

Qrer 17 countries i nclud-
ing Gina and Ind a had
pledged their sdidarity wth Si
Larka, reportssdd They
include | ndonesia, Qi ma,
Sad Adbia Inda Rkdistan
Ml aysia, Barain the
Fhilippines, Qba, Eypt,
Ncaragia and Bilivia

The specia sessi on,
schedu ed to t ake place My

Sovekia Jovenia
Swtzerland and Bi

of peace,
Mrtin | hoeghi an

agency reports

tdy, the Netherlands,

It is hoped thet the hdd-
ingof this specid sessionwill
contribute tovards the cause
HRC presi dent

vas quoted as saying by

Continued on page ﬂ

proect to esse tréf fic an-
gestioninthe kegel le district
hes t aken a newturn wth
the revd aion thet the arig -
nal plan had been changed
to save val uabl e property
owed by severa influentia
persans, indudng pditi -
das.

Well inforned sources
tdd The Island thet cotrary
todlegtions,

Sabar agamuma Chi ef
Mnister Mheepaa Hrath
hadn t been

tdn

Lhonoi bhi

¢

Ranjith Mahipala

anong the beneficiaries of
the nadi fied plan

Fi nance and Gover nnent
Revenue Minister Ranjith
S yanbal api tiya on My 11
accused Herath of bl ocki ng
the project to save sone
val uehl e

Continued on page 3

Lankan governnent and the N at the
end of UN Secretary General Ban Ki-
noon s two day visit over the veekend

The President and LN Secret ary
Geera have agreed that addressing the
aspirations and grievances of al conmu-
nities and verking tonerds a lasting pditi -
cal sol ution was fundanent a to ensuring
l'ong termsoci o-econonic devel opnent .
They have al so di scussed other areas in
vhich the INwill assist the ongoing
dfots of 9i Larkato addess fuure chd -
lenges and opportunities.

Full story see page 2
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