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as hired guns of some western govern-
ments, hell bent on giving this country a

bad name for the crime of having demonstrated
to the world that terrorism could be neutralised
militarily, is evident from yesterday's CNN report
on UN Secretary General Ban Ki Moon's visit to
Sri Lanka. Under a screaming headline on its
website, Ban tells CNN: Sri Lanka sites for the
displaced 'appalling', CNN tries to have the
world believe that the UN Chief's reported revul-
sion is at the conditions of the welfare centres
for the displaced. One may have been baffled to
read/ hear that comment, as Moon had said
nothing of that sort either at his meeting with
President Mahinda Rajapaksa or at a subse-
quent media briefing. 

The obfuscating UN Chief, however, does not
refer to any 'sites' according to the original CNN
video clip containing the relevant section of the
interview, (the transcript of which we publish
today). Instead, his reference is only to 'scenes'
by which he apparently means the scenes of the
war zone, especially that of the final battle in
Mullaitivu, he saw from an Air Force chopper.
CNN report says, quoting Moon: "I have traveled
around the world and visited similar places, but
this is by far the most appalling scenes I have
seen," Ban told CNN. "I sympathise fully with all
of the displaced persons." It is the juxtaposition
of the sentence in which he sympathises with
the displaced that creates the impression in
one's mind that the UN Chief is appalled by the
conditions at the welfare centres. Subterfuge,
eh?

Moon, we are afraid, is not articulate enough
and when he says something he does not make
sure he has said it. Thus, his statements often-
times leave room for spin doctoring. The CNN
report at issue is extremely damaging to Sri
Lanka in the context of today's Human Right
Council special session. That may be why the
western media are going hell for leather to cast
Sri Lanka's welfare centres for the displaced in
a bad light. Now that their governments have
egg on their face having failed to scuttle Sri
Lanka's war and save their pet terrorists, they
are giving Sri Lanka a bad name to facilitate its
'hanging' in typical Wild West style. 

Interestingly, the UN Chief urged President
Rajapaksa at their meeting to open roads,
remove checkpoints and ensure people's free-
dom of movement. Neither Moon nor his
Colombo office worthies could say boo to a
goose while the LTTE was ruling the roost. Now
he wants roads opened! Does he think he would
have been in a position to make that request, if
terrorism had not been defeated militarily?
Freedom he is rightly advocating – though some
roads cannot be reopened in a hurry for securi-
ty reasons –  is one of the dividends the war has
paid in spite of the unfortunate short-term civil-
ian suffering, without which no war has ever
been or will ever be fought.  

Moon should also take cognisance of the
human cost of the on-going war in the Swat
Valley at the behest of the US. He must be told
that the UN workers are now in a position to
operate in any part of this country without being
harassed and/or abducted by terrorists. The
LTTE once stormed the UN compound in the
Vanni and desecrated its flag. In 2007, the LTTE
abducted two UN workers for helping some civil-
ians escape from the Vanni and this year the ter-
rorists forcibly held 15 UN employees and their
families in the war zone as part of its human
shield. The UN opted for self-castration, unable
to take any action against the LTTE. 

UNICEF could not save child combatants in
the LTTE's clutches. Even if UNICEF had gone on
campaigning for the release of those unfortu-
nate children till kingdom come, the LTTE would
not have budged an inch. But, thanks to a suc-
cessful military campaign against that terrorist
outfit which is on the UN List of Shame for child
abuse, there will never be child recruitment in
this country. Therefore, it is not backstabbing
and vilification but praise and assistance that
Sri Lanka deserves from the UN, its Secretary
General and the so-called international commu-
nity. 

When President Rajapaksa shot for the moon
and sought Moon's help to have the notorious
LTTE arms smuggler KP, who is at large over-
seas, arrested and deported together with other
terrorists operating freely in western capitals,
the latter (Moon), true to form, pretended to be
a deaf-mute. 

What has Moon got to say to that request?
Will he at least tell CNN? 
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The SLAF would set up a
small station at one of the two
LTTE runways in the Iranamadu
area east of the A9 road, SLAF
spokesman Wing Commander
Janaka Nanayakkara told The
Island. 

He said that the SLAF would
use the bigger one. Well also
take over the runway situated
close to Mullaitivu, he said.
(SF)

Navy Commander Admiral Wasantha Karannagoda and senior officers participate
in religious observances to invoke blessings on officers and men killed in war
against terrorism. This was a scene at the strategic Trincomalee navy base on
Sunday (May 24). Pic SLN Media

by Shamindra
Ferdinando

A dispute over the undue
delay in a road construction
project to ease traffic con-
gestion in the Kegalle district
has taken a new turn with
the revelation that the origi-
nal plan had been changed
to save valuable property
owned by several influential
persons, including politi-
cians.

W ell informed sources
told The Island that contrary
to allegations,
Sabaragamuwa Chief
Minister Maheepala Herath
hadn t been

among the beneficiaries of
the modified plan. 

Finance and Government
Revenue Minister Ranjith
Siyambalapitiya on May 11
accused Herath of blocking
the project to save some
valuable 

Who...

by Shamindra Ferdinando

W ith major combat operations coming to an
end in the northern 
theatre, the armed forces spearheaded
by the army and police would now go all
out to recover arms and ammunition hid-
den by the LTTE, security officials said.

They said that authorities would also
have to track down LTTE cadres who
had gone underground in the city and its
suburbs. Responding to our queries, an
intelligence official said that the recovery
of weapons abandoned on the ground
by retreating LTTE cadres would be easy. The dif-
ficult task would be to locate hidden armaments,
he said. 

Among the armaments and equipment recov-
ered by the army clearing Vellamullivaikkal over

the weekend were nine 40 mm grenade launch-
ers, 289 T-56 assault rifles, 10 multi purpose
machine guns, two 60 mm mortars, 13 communi-

cation sets, six 12.7 mm weapons and
eight thermo-baric weapons.

The STF, conducting clearing opera-
tions in the Elamurippukulam in the East
last Friday (May 22) evening recovered
three suicide jackets, 18 rounds of T-56
ammunition, 36 rounds of micro pistol
ammunition, one hand grenade, ten
rounds of 40 mm grenades, three elec-
tronic detonators, one tool kit of a 40 mm

grenade launcher and two military fatigues.

Gordon Brown is drawing up plans for a
cabinet reshuffle next month that could see
Peter Mandelson promoted to foreign secre-
tary in a damage-limitation exercise after the
June 4 local and European elections accord-
ing to The Financial Times of May 21.

PM Brown s allies say they expect Lord
Mandelson, business secretary, to be given
his dream job at the Foreign Office, taking
the post once held by Herbert Morrison, his
grandfather.

David Miliband, foreign secretary, would be
found another senior post but any move would be

seen as a demotion for a man seen last
year as a potential leadership challenger to
Mr Brown.

Business community would be disap-
pointed if Lord Mandelson were moved
less than a year after his return from
Brussels.

However, his departure would provide
political cover for a government review of
Lord Mandelson s plans to sell a stake

Massive hunt for
hidden Tiger arms

by Norman Palihawadana

President Mahinda Rajapaksa
has told UN Secretary General Ban
Ki-moon that road blocks set up as
part of the measures to counter LTTE
threat couldn t be removed immedi-
ately. The President explained at a
meeting with Moon that measures in
place against LTTE attacks would have to be
lowered gradually though major combat opera-
tions had come to an end. 

Authoritative sources told The Island that
Moon had called for the removal of all barriers in
the city and its suburbs as well as in the northern
region to facilitate the movement of civilians when
he met the Sri Lankan leader at President s

House in Kandy.
Sources said that the President

had also emphasised the urgent
need to apprehend and deport to
Sri Lanka LTTE frontliner KP
believed to be operating in a South
East Asian country and other LTTE
leaders operating overseas.
Kumaran Padmanathan alias

KP wanted by Interpol and India over the assas-
sination of Congress I leader Rajiv Gandhi is
required to face trial in Sri Lanka. He runs the
LTTE s arms procurement ring and is reportedly
making an effort to revive the LTTE.

President asks UN Chief to
help arrest KP and others

Close on the heels of an assurance
given to India, President Mahinda
Rajapaksa has reiterated his commitment
to the implementation of the 13th
Amendment to the Constitution, according
to a joint statement issued by the Sri
Lankan government and the UN at the
end of UN Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon s two day visit over the weekend.

The President and UN Secretary
General have agreed that  addressing the
aspirations and grievances of all commu-
nities and working towards a lasting politi-
cal solution was fundamental to ensuring
long term socio-economic development.
They have also discussed other areas in
which the UN will assist the ongoing
efforts of Sri Lanka to address future chal-
lenges and opportunities. 

Full story see page 2

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon in an interview with the CNN
on his return from the Vanni over
the weekend said that there was
no clear evidence of the use of
heavy weapons on the scene of
the final battle.

The SLAF said that
the UN chief and his
entourage had been
flown in two helicopters
over the areas where
the LTTE fought its last
battle with the army last week.

Meanwhile, the CNN in a story
headlined Ban tells CNN: Sri
Lanka sites for the displaced
appalling quoted moon as say-
ing: I was so sad and I was so
humbled by what I have seen. I
have traveled all around the world
and visited similar places but this
is by far the most appalling scenes
I have seen.

CNN: The military says that
they can assure us that very few
civilians died. Do you buy that? 

Moon: I have, I repeat seen
many cases that there were so many
civilian populations who lost their dear
lives and ... was unacceptable situa-
tion. And even though they might not
recognise and admit this one we have
many such cases.

CNN: Did it not look
like heavy bombing?

Moon: As I flew
over today there were
many destructions
which may suggest that

there were very severe fightings.
CNN:And heavy weapons used? 
Moon: That s what I guess but I

don t have any clear evidence.
CNN: But from what you saw it

looks like that?
Moon: Yes.

Who would benefit from
altered Kegalle road project?

Air Force to use LTTE runwayMiliband on his way out

MR to Moon: We’ll
implemnet 13 A

Ranjith Mahipala

MOON says no clear evidence of
heavy bombing in battle zone

Miliband
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Sri Lanka is confident that
it would be able to muster
support of many friendly
nations at a special session of
the United Nations Human
Rights Council in Geneva
tomorrow, agency reports said
yesterday.

Over 17 countries includ-
ing China and India had
pledged their solidarity with Sri
Lanka, reports said. They
include Indonesia, China,
Saudi Arabia, India, Pakistan,
Malaysia, Bahrain, the
Philippines, Cuba, Egypt,
Nicaragua and Bolivia.   

The special session,
scheduled to take place May

26, is being convened at the
request of 17 of the 47 mem-
bers of the HRC, including
Canada, France, Germany,
Italy, the Netherlands,
Slovakia, Slovenia,
Switzerland and Britain. 

It is hoped that the hold-
ing of this special session will
contribute towards the cause
of peace,  HRC president
Martin Ihoeghian Uhomoibhi
was quoted as saying by
agency reports. 

UNHRC special session

... says opening roads may take some time 

President Moon

An LTTE air strip

LTTE admits
leader dead, opts
for non-violence

– BBC 
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