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England will donate
half thelr match fees to
Mumbal terror victims

by Telegraph staff

England’s players will donate
half their match fees from the first
Test against India to the families of
the Mumbai (Bombay) terror vic-
tims.

Following a meeting at the
team hotel, the players issued a
joint statement pledging fees of
around £35,000 to help those affect-
ed by the attacks two weeks ago,
which killed 181 people.

The statement, which was read
by opening batsman Alastair Cook,
said: “The England players will
donate half their match fees from
the first Test match to the families
of those victims of the Mumbai
attacks.”

It also underlined England’s
reasons for returning to India fol-
lowing a week of soul-searching
over whether to go back in the
aftermath of the attacks.

Their return signified the
“open and public statement of sup-

port for the Indian people following
the tragic events in Mumbai recent-
ly”, according to the statement,
where they also extended their
sympathies to those affected by the
attacks.

Cook added: “We have made a
massive pact at our meeting when
we came up with the statement that
this is it and nothing else can dis-
tract us from playing cricket.

“It was something that every-
one wanted to get across because as
a side we felt we wanted to do it.”

But, as England began prepara-
tions for the start of the series at
the Chepauk Stadium today, Cook
admitted the disrupted warm-up
programme could bond the team
together.

The Essex left-hander famously
scored an unbeaten century on his
Test debut at Nagpur, having been
flown out from the A tour in West
Indies two years ago following an
injury to then captain Michael
Vaughan.

His success in similarly dis-
rupted circumstances has given
England hope they can defy expec-
tations and compete against an
India side who beat Australia only
last month.

“What has happened recently
has been taken out of our control
but this side has got behind each
other and made some tough deci-
sions,” he continued.

“We’re here as a unit now and
we have to play some cricket. The
preparation isn’t ideal but | came
here two years ago, flying half way
around the world and had one
training session and then played so
it can be done - you don’t just sud-
denly lose your technique
overnight.

“I remember turning up for my
first Test match and jet lag doesn’t
really affect you when you’ve got
adrenalin kicking through your
body.

“You can use any excuse about
the preparation but I turned up last
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Indian security personnel escort England cricket captain Kevin Petersen as he arrives at the airport ahead of the
Test series against India in Chennai, India, Monday, Dec. 8, 2008. England agreed Sunday to return to India with a
full-strength squad for the teams’ two-Test series despite concerns over security in the wake of the terrorist attacks

in Mumbai. (AP Photo/Bikas Das)

time having travelled all the way
around the world and luckily | per-
formed well on that day and it
proves if you're mentally switched
on you can achieve things and
that’s what we need to do as a side
now.”

As England practised at the sta-
dium yesterday, the ever-present
security was evident with the Rapid
Action Force, a heavily-armed
branch of the police department,
guarding the outfield at all times.

But when the steady rain that
ruined India’s session earlier in the
day finally ceased, England were
able to return to playing cricket
again with lan Bell and Andrew
Strauss the first in the nets to begin
England’s Test preparations.

“First and foremost we are
cricketers and we just want to play
cricket,” said Cook. “It will be great
to get back to something we know
and something we know more
about rather than talking about

stuff we don’t really know about.

“Abu Dhabi was brilliant in
terms of training but we still had
that overlying thought of what the
security report would say.

“Now it has come back and said
it is safe we're very excited about
playing cricket and not worrying
about other stuff we don’t really
know about.”
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Our greetings to the

Asian Regional (')rgﬂ_n Isation
of

Banks, Insur

ance & Finance Unions

Our union salutes the President of Ceylon Bank Employees’ Umon
who was clected the Secretary General and leaders of the
Regional Trade Union Stronghold

jointly established by trade unions in

India, 51 T.anka, Malaysia, Pakistan, Bangladcsh, Nepal,

Tarwan, Philippincs,

on
15 November, 2008, in New Delhi, India.
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