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Indigenous Medicine Ministry faces problems over need

cannabis.

The Ministry and the
Department of Ayurvedha have
their hands tied as cannabis is
among the dangerous drugs and
has been declared illegal in Sri
Lanka, Secretary Ministry of
Indigenous Medicine, Asoka
Malimage told The Island yester-

day. “We have to consider the
security side of cultivating
cannabis even if it is for medici-
nal purposes. People are sure to
misuse the permission granted to
cultivate the psychoactive drug.
The Minister has forwarded a
Cabinet Paper requesting per-
mission to cultivate cannabis.

India has already granted per-
mission to cultivate cannabis for
ayurvedic preparations. The
Secretary said he was in touch
with his Indian counterpart to
acquire details.

The existing requirement for
cannabis is around 5,000 kilos.

The Ayurvedha Commissioner,
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The Ministry of Indigenous
Medicine will need about twenty
acres of land to cultivate
cannabis (ganja), an ingredient in
a number of Ayurvedic drug
preparations. There are around
22 types of drugs which require
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